


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2025

I GIVE MYSELF TO PRAYER

“HULLL not Lty peace, U goa oj iy pruwye, ror e rmoutrt 0f trie WLCK,(fd
and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have
spoken against me with a lying tongue.They compassed me about also
with words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause.For my
lova thov gre my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer.” (Psalm
109:1-4) KJV

ften, we cry out to the Lord, but it seems like nothing

happens. In David's experience, he faced a similar struggle.

He often felt isolated and forsaken, especially when he was
surrounded by adversaries who falsely accused him and spoke against

him. In those moments, it seemed as if God was silent in the face of
his trials, which added to his anguish.

The term "adversaries" or "accusers" comes from a Hebrew word
that is also associated with “Satan”, a name for the devil. Revelation
12:10 reminds us that Satan serves as the accuser of the brethren.
Additionally, 1 Peter 5:8 encourages us to "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about
seeking whom he may devour." This scriptural urging underscores the
importance of staying alert and aware of the spiritual battles that can
arise, especially during periods when we may feel distant from God.
In recognizing these adversaries, we can better prepare ourselves to
stand firm in our faith.

Like the Lord Jesus, who was falsely accused, David was also
innocent of the charges brought against him. In Psalm 35:7, he
states, “For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which
without cause they have digged for my soul.”God's people often return
good for evil; most people return good for good and evil for evil, but
those aligned with the devil return evil for good.

When faced with God's silence and attacks from his enemies, David
responded by praying, keeping his faith steadfast. Despite lying
tongues trying to damage his reputation, he did not defend himself but
took his case to the Lord, the King of Kings. In Psalm 109:30-31, he
states, “I will greatly praise the LORD... For he shall stand at the right
hand of the poor.” David not only prayed for help but also praised and
thanked God for His mercies.

Prayer serves as a profoundly effective response to expressions of
hatred. The psalmist exemplified a heartfelt approach to prayer, fully
immersing himself in the practice and engaging his entire soul and
spirit while dedicating all his strength to the endeavor. This
commitment mirrors Jacob's determination during his struggle with
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the angel. Such devotion is essential for us to achieve success at the
throne of grace.

Just as a shadow lacks any real strength because it is merely an outline
without substance, a prayer that isn't infused with genuine emotion and
commitment falls flat and becomes ineffective.The verse from James
5:16 beautifully illustrates this: “Confess your faults one to another, and
pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent
prayer of a righteous person avails much.”

To be fervent means to have or show “Prayer that isn't

great warmth or intensity of spirit, feeling, . .
and enthusiasm. It implies being hot, ll’lf {‘S ed wzﬂ?
burning, or glowing. Lord, teach us to pray geRUine emotion

in a way that makes us increasingly fervent gnd commitment

in our supplications. fa Ils fl at and
Many of us experience the challenge of becomes

distractions that can divert our focus from . five.”

our goals. It’s common for our minds to lneff ective.

wander, which can hinder our ability to make meaningful progress.
Maintaining concentration can feel elusive as our thoughts dart in
different directions. However, recognizing this tendency is the first
step toward improvement. It's important to stay committed to our goal,
drawing inspiration from figures like David, who exemplified
persistence in his prayers and efforts until he received the blessings he
sought. By following this example, we can cultivate a more focused
and determined mindset as we petition the throne of God.

To cultivate a rich and vibrant spiritual life, prayer has to be a daily
practice and an essential habit. Much like artists who devote
themselves to their craft, we can enhance our own lives by committing
to regular prayer. Consider the dedication of Michelangelo, who
completed the Sistine Chapel ceiling in four years after being
commissioned by Pope Julius II. By immersing ourselves in prayer, we
can create a habit that enriches our well-being and encourages us to
pray continuously.

As we engage in this month of prayer, let us be inspired to maintain a
steady commitment to prayer and approach it with passion and
dedication. May our prayers be heartfelt and focused, fostering a
deeper connection in our spiritual lives.

Bishop A. Thomas
Senior Pastor

“He who knows how to overcome with God in prayer has heaven
and earth at his disposal.” - C.H. Spurgeon



THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2025

BEST AND WORST OF TIMES

“Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:That as sin
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord.”(Romans 5:20-21 KJV)

ie French Revolution had brought the worst of times and

he best of times to two European countries, France and

ingland. It was during that era that Charles Dickens began
his classic work entitled A Tale of Two Cities. He started his
introductory paragraph with the juxtaposition — “It was the best of
times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch
of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair...”

Dickens’ description of the '
mid-nineteenth century era aptly The glor y Of God's
describes the current age in which ~ grace shines even
we live. In many ways we are brighter against the

experiencing the best times the .
world has ever known. At the same blackness Of sin.”

time and in other ways, these are the worst of times. The Apostle
Paul instructed Timothy to be aware of perilous times that will
occur in the end of days (2 Timothy 3:1). Jesus tells us that iniquity
would abound resulting in many whose love will grow cold (Matt.
24:12).

Our focus verses inform us of the reigning of two entities: sin and
grace. They also tell us that the reigning of grace will increase
more than the reigning of sin. The phrase “much more abounded”
means super-abounded. So, where sin abounds, God makes His
grace (His unmerited favor) super-abound. One might expect that
where sin increased, God’s anger or judgment would have
super-abounded. But God’s love is so amazing that grace has
increased much more where we might have expected His wrath.

Amid moral decline, evil, wickedness and other sins that rule
some people bringing them to death, God’s wonderful grace rules
in the lives of many giving them right standing with Him. This
results in everlasting life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Grace
frees us from sin and empowers us to live obediently. The glory of
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God’s grace shines even brighter against the blackness of sin. He
will not withhold His grace because of the proliferation of sin.

While the evening news continually remind us of the raging of the
nations, the Lord is accomplishing a great gospel work around the
world. According to the United Pentecostal Church International
2023 Global Missions Report, there are over 5,605,933 constituents
and 431,999 churches worldwide and the gospel has reached 240
nations in 5 territories. Bear in mind that the UPCI is not the only
Oneness Apostolic organization that is evangelizing our world.
Doors of gospel opportunities are opening all over the globe and
missionaries are gaining access to countries previously closed to
the gospel. Remote villages are hearing the good news of the
gospel for the first time and many villagers are being saved. We are
hearing heartening reports from missionaries who testify of the
power of the gospel to change and transform lives.

As we enter this period of consecration, be encouraged by the fact
that, despite the gloominess of our era, God’s triumphant church is
alive and well!

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2025

LIGHT IN A DARK WORLD

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but

rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things
which are done of them in secret.” (Ephesians 5:11-12 KJV)

son the face of the deep...And God said, Let there be
ght... And God saw the light, that it was good: and God

divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night” (Genesis 1:2-5). It was God who
established that light is good and should be undeniably separated
from darkness. For darkness is void and within it thrives unfruitful,
shameful works which like a slithering murk consumes and
obscures everything in its path. The secret agenda of this world is
to keep humanity blinded in a perilous state of depravity and

! 1 the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
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hopelessness (II Timothy 3:1-4). Thus, spiritual darkness should be
opposed and reproved at all cost.

When Jesus appeared, He became the light of the world. He
proclaimed in John 8:12 that whoever follows Him will not walk in
darkness but have the light of life. Today, as Christians we are the
light of the world. It is through us that the people who sit in
darkness will see a great light and those who sit in the shadow of
death will have life (Matthew 4:16). The same God who in Genesis
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our
hearts and has given us the ability to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God to others (II Corinthians 4:6).

« Let us recognize God’s light in us extends the

warmth of His love to an outcast
that the darker the feeling isolated, destitute and

night the greater our cold. God’s light through us is a

h‘ght and the darkness 1amp unto the feet of someone
.. ,,  who wandered off the path and
cannot overcome Uu. lost direction. God’s Word gives
the light of understanding to the inexperienced person (Psalm
119:130). God’s light not only warms and illuminates, but it
reflects. Someone may be having an identity crisis about who they
truly are. By knowing and coming face to face with Jesus, we

receive clarity about our authentic selves and who we were created
to be (I Corinthians 13:12).

Light makes manifest (Ephesians 5:13). There is nothing
covered, that will not be revealed and whatever is spoken in
darkness will be heard in the light (Luke 12:2-3). Psalm 139:12
tells us that the darkness cannot hide from God. Since nothing is
hid from God, as Christians we don’t fear the devices of the enemy.
Simultaneously, we are held accountable. We must walk
circumspectly, redeeming the times so we can effectively transmit
the light of Jesus to a darkened world.

Studies have shown that on an extremely dark night the human
eye can see a single candle 1.6 miles away.1 There are even studies
from the Andes suggesting a candle can be seen up to 30 miles if
the night is extremely dark. As Christians we often underestimate
the reach of the light we carry. Rather than becoming fearful and
intimidated by the severity of the darkness, let us recognize that the
darker the night the greater our light and the darkness cannot
overcome it.

1.How Far Can the Human Eye See a Candle Flame? | MIT Technology Review
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2025

WINTER OF DESPAIR
SPRING OF HOPE

“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that
hope in the Lord.” (Psalm 31:24 KJV).

I n the words of the wise King “Never forget that

Solomon, “To everything there hi A
is a season.” In life, we will €Ver, yt ingin your

go through varying phases and life, though difficult,

circumstances. As King Solomon j¢ made beautiful in
puts it: “a time to be born, and a time 5. 43 9

to die; a time to plant, and a time to God’s time .

pluck up that which is planted. A time to kill, and a time to heal; a
time to break down, and a time to build up. A time to weep, and a
time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. A time to cast
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to get, and a
time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away. A time to
rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace” (Ecclesiastes 3: 2-8).

It can be very distressing when we are in seasons of despair
(times of mourning, fear, war, death and loss). Like the winters,
these seasons can be dark, cold and at times very lonely. While we
go through these periods, it is important that we find ways to
navigate them. In going through your winter of despair, consider
the following:

1.Remember, no one season lasts forever; after winter comes

spring. Times of new beginnings, new experiences, exciting
opportunities and harvesting is on the horizon.

2.Embrace your season. Do not complain about your winter
season. Complaining can leave you feeling angry and bitter.
Additionally, complaining and not accepting your winter season
may make it seem longer.

3.Find ways to cope with the season you are in. During your
winter seasons, it is important to engage in activities that
produce joy and hope. Maybe during your winter, you need to
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4.Seek help from those who have gone through a similar season.
Perhaps they can encourage and offer a perspective that could
assist you in getting through your season.

5.Don’t miss out on lessons you are learning in your season. Ask
yourself: "What is God trying to teach and prepare me for in
my upcoming season?"

6.Re-affirm your faith in God. Don’t forget that God created
seasons for a purpose and that they are a part of His plan. If
you trust Him, your winter season may not be good, but it will
work together to make a beautiful spring. Everything you go
through in life is either allowed or orchestrated by God.
Nothing with Him is by chance or error. Never forget that
everything in your life, though difficult, is made beautiful in
God’s time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

Finally, as God’s people, we have a reason for good courage
because our God does strengthen those who trust and hope in Him
during difficult times.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025

KEEP YOUR CONFIDENCE

“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a

little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.
Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul
shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw
back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the
soul.” (Hebrews 10:35-39)

regardless of the severity of trials and sufferings. Through

Christ Jesus, we are more than conquerors. When God gave
you the Holy Ghost, it marked the beginning of a profound and
ongoing good work that He will perform until the end (Philippians

I |: very Christian is called to embrace a winning attitude,
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1:6). Unlike an unreliable human, our God is fully capable of
completing what He starts. He knows your tomorrow because He
has already been in your tomorrow. He knows the beginning from
the end, and He will keep you from falling, presenting you faultless

Just as Joshua taced overwhelming challenges, you may tind
yourself in similar circumstances and wonder if you can make it.
Yet, it is precisely in these moments that the Lord calls us strong
and courageous. As He was with you in the past, He remains with
you now and always (Joshua 1:1-9). Jesus has already overcome
this world, and if we continue to believe in Him, we too have the
victory of overcoming the world (1 John 5:4-5). In other words,
nothing can stop us from being victorious.

1] Hebrews 10:35-39 calls us to hold
We are am ong tightly to our trust in the Lord, assured
those that persevere of the great reward it brings. Remain
in faith and are steadfast and committed in our
99 Christian journey, so that you may

redeemed. receive all that God has promised.
promised. The One who is coming will soon break through the
heavens, and with the sound of the trumpet, we will leave behind
all earthly troubles. Therefore, we must live by faith, for God takes
no pleasure in those who turn away and are lost. We are among

those who persevere in faith and are redeemed!

In the face of temporary setbacks, do not give up or lose hope in
God. Keep your focus on the path ahead, knowing that He walks
beside you every step of the way. Hold fast to your assurance in
God, for He is your strength and shield. Navigate through the
valley of the shadow of death with boldness and joy, knowing that
the Lord is with you, and He will give you comfort and guidance
(Psalm 23:4). When weariness sets in, lean on Him for renewed
strength and peace. Trust always in His perfect timing, for He has
plans to prosper you, to give you hope, and to secure a future full of
promise and purpose.
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